The Redshank is sometimes known as 
“The Warden of the Marshes”. This in- 
dicates the kind of country in which 
Redshanks normally live, and also implies 
that they are very nervous and wide 
awake, warning all other birds around them 
with their high, musical whistle, as soon 
as a human being appears. 


The Redshank is quite a small bird, only 
the size of a Thrush, but it has very long legs, 
spending a great deal of time wading in 
streams and ponds, or at the edge of the 
sea; and so it appears to look a much bigger 
bird than it is actually. 


The nest is just a depression in the 
ground, sheltered by tall grasses or rushes. 


The Sparrow-Hawk 


The Sparrow-Hawk likes well-wooded 
country with farm lands and big gardens, 
although it sometimes hunts in town parks. 
It has a long tail, by which you can tell it 
from all other hawks. In fact, except that 
the Sparrow-Hawk flies very fast and close 
to the ground, the only bird you can mis- 
take it for is the Cuckoo. 


Sparrow-Hawks live almost entirely on 
small birds, which they catch in flight; but 
they also take the chicks of poultry and 
ducks. Because of this, every man’s hand is 
against them. Even so, they are our most 
common hawks. 


The big, bulky nest is usually built in 
the fork of a tree. 


The Little Owl really is a small bird, 
even smaller than a Blackbird. Unlike other 
owls, it is often seen about in broad day- 
light, though it prefers to hunt at twilight. 
Its cry is a long drawn-out mewing, rather 
like a cat’s, only shriller. 


When on the ground, the Little Owl 
does not hop, but runs quite fast. It is a 
fierce little bird, and eats mice, rats, small 
birds and frogs, as well as a great many 
insects. Many people dislike the Little Owl 
intensely, but it undoubtedly does more 
good than harm. 


The nest is always in a hole, usually in 
a tree or a wall, though sometimes it is in 
the ground. 


A dull brown bird, in size about half. 
way between a Sparrow and a Thrush, the 
Corn Bunting lives on farmlands and rough 
commons, It does not much like trees. but is 
very fond of sitting on telegraph wires, 
where you can usually tell it is a Corn 
Bunting, because all the time it sings a little 
jingling song without a tune. 


Corn Buntings eat grain and grass seeds, 
and also a few insects, so they do some harm 
as well as good. In winter they gather into 
big flocks and raid the farmyards. 


The nest is almost always on the ground, 
and the eggs have scrawly markings on 
them, which often look very much like 
handwriting. 
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Wheatears come to England from Afric 
just for the summer, and the first oneal 


arrive in March. They are little birds about 
the same size as Sparrows. 


In the picture, the Wheatear on the rock 
is the cock bird, and he is very easy to 
recognize, as he flits away from you, by the 
white patch above the tail. You will not see 
the Wheatear in a town, because it likes the 
open downland, rough common or hillsides, 
and in this kind of country it is quite 
common, 

Wheatears cat insects and small worms, 
and so they are useful birds, 


The nest is usually in a hole, and is not 
at all easy to find. 


The Herring Gull 


The Herring Gull is the commonest gull 
on our coasts, though it also comes inland 
to feed on farm fields, and may often be 
seen following the plough, when many 
grubs and worms are eaten. 


It is a large and very powerful bird, with 
an enormous appetite. In seaside towns the 
Herring Gull raids the dustbins and begs 
bread from the yisitors, but it also eats fish, 
small birds, rabbits and carrion. It will kill 
and eat big birds that are sick or wounded, 
and is a great stealer of other birds’ eggs. 


The Herring Gull builds a nest of grass 


and seaweed on a cliff ledge or the steeply 


sloping side of a cliff. 
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